
Welcome to Seneca Falls! As you travel from the boat launch, down the canal, and around Van Cleef Lake, you’ll be paddling atop history. Beneath you are the remnants 
and foundations of the original canal system, dozens of mills and factories, once-prominent homes, and signs of a burgeoning industrial ascent for Seneca Falls. Gone 
are the mile-long rapids once circumvented by early river travelers. Gone are the artificial waterfalls that helped power industry. Gone are the “Flats” which were used 
by Native Americans, traders, and colonial troops. Instead, you see the result of man-made flooding in 1915 when New York State modernized and expanded the Barge 
Canal System. More than 175 structures were either demolished or relocated to ensure there was enough water for the two large locks to accommodate the 42-foot 
drop in level between Seneca Lake and Cayuga Lake. While you won’t be able to see the actual structures or foundations beneath you, this reference guide will introduce 
some of the sights and industrial activities that once took place in the depths below. Have fun, stay safe, and we hope you enjoy your visit!




