SFDC 2020 Key
Accomplishments

Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI)
Reopen Seneca Falls Website
NYS Canal Staycation Program

The SFDC is committed to the ongoing pursuit of economic development for the Town
of Seneca Falls. Through an approach that includes branding and marketing initiatives,
grant opportunities, commercial development, and the facilitation of public programs
and activities, we strive to encourage economic growth, increase visibility, and boost
both residential and commercial appeal.
What follows is a summary of key accomplishments over the 2020 calendar year, a
year that proved challenging locally, regionally, and nationally due to the pandemic.
Despite these hurdles, the SFDC was able to stay true to its mission and propel
economic development opportunities throughout the year.

Seneca Falls Farmers Market
Team Active8 Play Equipment Donations
Assisted Businesses Opening in Seneca Falls
2020 Celebration Development & Planning
2020 Ornaments
Purple & Gold Flower Initiative
2020 Centennial Fountain
“Ripples of Change” Sculpture Project
Seneca Falls Marketing Packet
‘Your Town’ Seneca Falls Feature
Additional Town Welcome Signage
Ongoing Economic Development Efforts

The work continues...
Following the 2019 selection of Seneca Falls as
the winner of the $10 million DRI award in the
Finger Lakes region, the SFDC worked alongside
State-assigned consultants to move the
process forward.

VISIT HTTP://SENECAFALLSDRI.COM FOR FULL DETAILS

The SFDC piloted a website dedicated to
informing the public and applicants about the
DRI and its updates (senecafallsdri.com),
organized and facilitated public meetings and
events related to the DRI, collaborated with
interested parties to guide them through the DRI
process, and worked to ensure a smooth
transition from interest to application. Several
SFDC board members were placed on the Local
Planning Committee to hep guide the process
and recommend project slate selections.

Assisted Businesses Opening in Seneca Falls
Several new businesses reached out to the SFDC to
ask for help regarding location options, navigating
Zoning, Planning, and Heritage Preservation
requirements, funding assistance, and general
guidance.
Businesses included Sackett’s Table Restaurant and
Market; Auburn Party Supply; Elements Salon & Day
Spa; and Kabari Wellness.

Guided Local Businesses
To help local businesses with the various reopening phases and
guidelines put forth by the State, the SFDC created and continues
to operate a portal where business owners can find shortcuts to
COVID-19 related links, resources, procedures, and directives.
The concept is to provide shortcuts to the information they need
for compliance, for funding relief, and for opening guidelines so
they can better navigate requirements while staying in operation.
VISIT HTTP://REOPENSENECAFALLS.COM FOR FULL DETAILS

NYS Canal Staycation Program
The SFDC helped facilitate the selection of Seneca Falls as one of only six launching points along the NYS
Canal System for a new “Staycation” recreation program. Through Labor Day weekend, residents and guests
were able to rent kayaks at no charge.
The SFDC also worked closely with local historians to create a water tour map that showcased points of
interest that once existed beneath the surface…from homes to factories to the original falls of Seneca Falls.
With sell-outs every weekend, the program proved successful and brought more visitors to our downtown area.

Seneca Falls Farmers Market
The Seneca Falls Farmers Market, which is operated
by the SFDC, continues to see annual growth in
revenues and attendance. From a wide range of
vendors to our ability to accept EBT/SNAP and FMNP
benefits, we’re able to ensure that our community has
access to local just-picked fruits and vegetables.
Despite COVID-19 restrictions, the Farmers Market
remained open throughout the season and saw steady
numbers of participation. All COVID-19 guidelines were
followed as mandated by the State of New York and
the Farmers Market Federation.
VISIT HTTP://SENECAMARKET.COM FOR FULL DETAILS

Seneca Falls 2020
To commemorate the 100th anniversary of the passage of the
19th amendment, the SFDC created a 2020 showcase video and a
celebration website. While the pandemic led to the cancellation
of 2020 Centennial programs and plans, the SFDC was still able
to lead and share online 2020 celebrations.
We also designed and distributed a Limited Edition 2020
Celebration ornament, which was available online and through
multiple downtown Seneca Falls businesses. The additional
programs within our 2020 Celebration fold, included:
2020 Ornaments with 2021 Planned
Purple & Gold Flower Initiative
2020 Centennial Fountain
“Ripples of Change” Sculpture Project

2020 Centennial Ornaments
The SFDC continued to distribute its Limited Edition 2020 ornaments to celebrate the 100th Anniversary
of the passing of the 19th Amendment. A total of 1,000 ornaments were produced and fewer than 300
remain available. They will continue to be sold online and through downtown businesses, as well as
during the 2021 “Ripples of Change” dedication, which will unveil a new ornament design for 2021.
VISIT HTTP://SENECAFALLS2020.COM FOR FULL DETAILS

Purple & Gold Flower Initiative
Collaborating with the Seneca Falls Business Association and local community members, the SFDC
helped create and promote a town-wide initiative to encourage people to plant purple and gold flowers
in honor and celebration of the Women’s Rights movement and the 19th Amendment Centennial.
Store owners and residents were also given a list of flowers and plantings that fared well in our region
to help facilitate the program.

2020 Fountain Dedication
To celebrate the 19th Amendment Centennial, the SFDC worked in collaboration with the NYS Power
Authority, NYS Canal Corporation, and the Town of Seneca Falls to present a fountain dedication that
brought a 60-foot fountain (uplit in gold, purple, and white) to our waterway, outside the new home of
the National Women’s Hall of Fame.
Dignitaries who attended the event included Lt. Governor Kathy Hochul; President & CEO of the NY
Power Authority, Gil Quiniones; Coline Jenkins, the great-great granddaughter of Elizabeth Cady
Stanton; David Steblein of ITT Goulds, and others. Mynderse Academy senior girls were also in the
backdrop on the canal in kayaks to help commemorate the event and promote the NYS Canal
Staycation program.
VISIT HTTP://SENECAFALLSDEVCORP.COM FOR FULL DETAILS

“Ripples of Change” Sculpture
Working closely with the Women’s Suffrage Centennial Commission, the SFDC continues to cultivate a $270,000+ project that will end with
the unveiling of a new statue in Seneca Falls. Titled “Ripples of Change” and designed by renowned sculptor Jane DeDecker, the sculpture
will depict four activists whose work spanned generations, including Laura Cornelius Kellogg, Harriet Tubman, Martha Coffin Wright, and
Sojourner Truth. The initial home of this large sculpture will be along East Bayard Street, across from Generations Bank Headquarters, with
the intention to move it to People’s Park via the DRI.
VISIT HTTP://RIPPLESOFCHANGE.LIVE TO WATCH THE LIVE EVENT IN SEPTEMBER 2021

Seneca Falls
Marketing Packet
To better promote the assets, resources, and benefits of doing
business in Seneca Falls, the SFDC updated their full-color
marketing packet, which can be mailed or emailed. Designed to
highlight everything Seneca Falls has to offer, this guide
continues to generate and facilitate developer interest.

TeamActive8 Play Equipment Donations
Following prior donations to the Seneca Falls School District Lunch Distributions and the Backpack
Program, the SFDC donated new play equipment to Frank Knight Elementary, Elizabeth Cady Stanton
School, and the Seneca Falls Rec Center to help encourage play and activity in children upon the
closure of its Team Active8 Youth Program, which ended due to COVID-19 restrictions and closings.

VISIT HTTP://TEAMACTIVE8.COM FOR FULL DETAILS

‘Your Town’
Seneca Falls Feature
Following collaboration with CNY Channel 3
(Syracuse), Seneca Falls was featured in a 5-part
weeklong series named “Your Town”.
Aired during the 5pm-6pm news broadcasts from
August 24th through August 28th, the featurette
highlighted Seneca Falls, its community support
for local businesses, its opportunities, and its
resilience during the pandemic.
The SFDC Board Chair, Joell Murney-Karsten, was
also interviewed for the feature.

Additional Town
“Welcome” Signage
To help promote the history and charm of Seneca Falls, three
new signs were added beneath each of the three “Welcome to
Seneca Falls” signs erected at entry points to the town.
The signs feature “The Birthplace of Women’s Rights,” “Welcome
to Our Purple Heart Community,” and “It’s a Wonderful Life” yearround, and will see the promotion of the Seneca Falls Farmers
Market when it’s in season.

Ongoing Economic
Development Efforts
The underlying goal of every program, project, and initiative we
pursue is boosted visibility for Seneca Falls and the pursuit of
economic development opportunities. Independently, some may
seem small in comparison to the larger picture, but when bound
together, we’re already witnessing a new and exciting narrative
for Seneca Falls…one that can bring a resurgence to this
incredible area with even more incredible historical threads.

For ongoing updates, please visit us at
http://senecafallsdevcorp.org

